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ABSTRACT 

As of September 10, 1987, 7,387 students had applied 
for admission to the Community College of Philadelpia (CCP) for the 
fall 1987 semester. Less than 65% of the applicants were enrolled in 
CCP courses after the first week of the term. A comparison of the 
characteristics of the matriculants and non-matriculants revealed: 
(1) of the non-matriculants, 49.1% ware Black, 30.4% were White, and 
6.3% were Hispanic, while 42.6% of the matriculants were Black, 41.2% 
were White, and 5.1% were Hispanic; (2) age differences between 
matriculants and non-matriculants were slight; (3) applicants from 
lower socioeconomic backgrounds made up over 50% of both the 
matriculant and non-matriculant groups and were less likely to 
matriculate than applicants from higher socioeconomic backgrounds; 
(4) applicants who were accepted into their chosen major were more 
likely to matriculate than those who were not; (5) General Studies 
and Business applicants were more likely to matriculate than not 
matriculate; (6) students who applied closer to the start of classes 
were more likely to matriculate than students who applied earlier in 
the year; and (7) matriculants received higher placement tost scores 
than non-matriculants. (EJV) 
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FALL, 1987 APPLICANTS 
A PROFILE OF MATRICULANTS AND NON-MA TRICDLANTS 

As of Sept'ember 10, 1987, 7, 387 students applied to CCP for 
admission in 1987. Slightly less than two-thirds (A, 750) of the 
applicants were enrolled in CCP courses after the first week of 
the Fall, 1987 semester. 

TABLE 1 

ENROLLMENT DECISIONS OF FALL, 1987 APPLICANTS 



Enrollment Decision # % 

Enrolled at CCP 4,750 64.3 

Did Not Enroll at CCP 2,637 35 ,7 

Total 7,387 100.0 



In this report, matriculants and non-matriculants are 
compared for similarities and differences across a range of 
variables. 

Bar graphs, depicting subgroup distributions, are used to 
present most of the analysed results. A table of contents of 
graphs and tables follows. 
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Blacks, Hispanics, Asians and Other students were less likely to 
enroll, v^e White students were more likely to natriculate. 
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Age differences between matriculants/non-watriculants were slight, 
•nie 17-20 year old and over 40-year old cohorts wre sli^tly itore likely 
to enroll; the other age categories sli^tly less likely to enroll. 
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Applicants fron Icwer socio-econonic backgrounds were less likely 
to matriculate, \rfiile those fron upper SES backgrounds were more likely 
to enroll. 
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EnrolJinent decisions based on male/female differences were slight. 
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FIGURE 6 
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Errollment differences based on type of applicant were small. 
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Applicants accepted into their first choice curriculum were more 
likely to matriculate than applicants not accepted into their first choice 
curriculum* 
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FIGURE 8 
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i^licants who aK>lied to General Staidies were more likely to 
natriculate than not/ and Business applicants were slightly more likely 
to natriculate than not natriculate. 

Applicants to programs in the other divisions were slightly less 
likely to natriculate. 
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Students who i'PPly 'cloi^er to the start of classes are itore liJceJ.y 
to xtatriculate. 
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Applicants from Center City, Saith, Southwest, West, Kensii^ 
ItoxborcS, Near and Far Northeast Philadelphia were itore lii<ely to 



enroll* 
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TABLE 11 



ENROLLMENT DECISIONS 
AVERAGE PLACEMENT TEST SCORES 



DECIS ION 

Not ■ Enrolled in Enrolled in 
Fall Fall 

Placement 
Test (Mean) 

Reading 26.03 28.20 

(Range 0 to 45) 

Math (Computation) 15.69 17.14 

(Range 0 to 25) 

Math (Algebra) 2.60 3.81 

(Range 0 to 15) 

Write 9.46 9.86 

(Range 3 to 18) 



Applicants who matriculated received higher placement test 
scores than applicants who did not enroll. 
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TABLE 12 



NDMBBR OF APPLICAMTS BY FIRST CHOICE PROGRAM, 
NUMBER ACCEPTED, AND NUMBER AND PERCENT ENROLL ING^^^ 



Number of 

Applicants Number of Percent of 

Designating Number of Applicants Accepted 

Program as Applicant^v Accepted Applicants 

1st Choice Accepted ^ Who Enrolled Who Enrolled 

Program 
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TABLE 12 (CONT.'D) 
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(1) Does not include students previously enrolled who are petitioning to 
enter a new program. 



(2) 



In order to be accepted, a potential student must complete the 
College's placement tests and, for select programs, meet other entrance 
criteria. In some cases, students were accepted into a program other 
than their first choice. 
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